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Co-operation secures contact at points 
of similarity, without loss of individual- 
ism. Those who have feared the word 
"federation," as though it in some way 
involved an unholy alliance with persons 
and things not one's own, may lay their 
fears aside, for there is no instance in 
the record of modern federations of a 
man's losing or even compromising his 
own individuality, his own conscience 
and conviction, while co-operating with 
others for the objects and in the work 
which appeals to the consciences and 
convictions of all. One man uses his 
own strength of muscle and determined 
will as much when pulling on a rope 
with twenty others, as though he were 
pulling alone, but when working with 



others his efforts are much more effective; 
indeed twenty-one men together can 
accomplish tasks which are wholly 
impossible to one man alone. Socialized 
activity is not incompatible with indi- 
vidualism, for individualism comes to 
its best expression when in friendly, 
co-operative alliance with others. Of 
the nine fruits of the spirit, named 
by the apostle Paul, at least six are 
social and can come into expression 
only as the individual is associated 
with others — namely, love, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, and 
meekness; while the other three — joy, 
faith, and temperance — depend in no 
small degree upon the fellowship of 
others. 
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Education in sex morality is always in danger of undoing its own ideals. At least 
in part, it is for this reason that the Roman Catholic church is so much opposed to the 
teaching of eugenics in the public schools. There is constant danger lest the really moral 
aspect of the entire matter be lost in the biological. 

Mr. Burling has called attention to an important asset which the church has for its 
conduct of the right sort of sex education. Even though our readers may not agree with 
all that he says, they will be sure to appreciate the main point which he presses home so 
vigorously. 



Sex questions are before the public 
today as never before. From every 
quarter the subject is thrust upon our 
attention. City governments are busy 
with vice investigations. The doctors 



are concerned with eugenics. The plays 
of Brieux and others of his school are 
on the stage. In the realm of fiction, 
one could not throw a stone anywhere 
in a modern bookstore without hitting 
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half a dozen novels dealing with prob- 
lems of sex. The "conspiracy of 
silence" is certainly broken, but whether 
the resulting "noise" is to be preferred 
to the preceding "silence" is still a 
question in many minds. Particularly 
open to doubt is the general demand 
that the facts of sex be taught in our 
public schools. By having the subject 
kept before the minds of the young will 
not the result be just the reverse from 
that hoped for? As a matter of fact, 
boys do not need "instruction. " Nature 
instructs them herself. Perverted tend- 
encies need to be corrected, but not 
by any elaborate system of "instruc- 
tion." Any wise doctor can tell a boy 
in ten minutes all he needs to know 
about the physiological aspects of sex. 
There is nothing better that an adoles- 
cent boy can do in regard to the whole 
matter, than to ignore it. Let him be- 
come absorbed in athletics, kodakery, 
flying machines, mandolin clubs, any- 
thing in short to which he can devote 
his interest, and in which he can become 
absorbed. The boy does not need con- 
stant "instruction." He needs to be 
taught reserve and reverence, pure con- 
ceptions of the place and dignity of sex. 
He also needs a few warnings. 

Now it seems strange that we have 
failed to see how incomparably rich the 
Bible is in material for such teaching. 
The teacher of the boys' Bible class has 
the best opportunity of all for just the 
right sort of teaching, and no better 
textbook could be asked for than the 
one in his hands — the Old and New 
Testaments. 

The Sunday school is greatly superior 
to the public schools as a place for sex 
instruction. There is the natural divi- 



sion into boys' and girls' classes. There 
are the moral and religious background 
and atmosphere. The Sabbath day and 
the church building inspire reverence. 
There are the personal relation and in- 
terest of the teachers in the members of 
his class. The subject may come up 
naturally and not be artificially imposed 
and the Bible is the textbook. In the 
Bible we find perfect frankness and 
perfect reserve. Never sensational, the 
Bible writers neither overemphasize nor 
underemphasize the place of sex, but 
always treat it as a matter-of-fact 
element in human life. The Bible 
draws the most repellent pictures of 
depraved sex life found in any literature. 
It also ennobles the conception of sex 
by showing its worth when devoted to 
the purposes for which it was intended. 

Take the very first instance in Gen. 
1:27: "Male and female created he 
them." The creation of sex is the 
climax of the whole sublime story of 
creation. This great division of the 
human race is a part of the divine crea- 
tion — -created according to divine ideals, 
for certain great divine ends. Let the 
attention of a class of boys or young 
men be called to the fact that sex is a 
part of divine creation, and the subject 
is immediately ennobled and dignified 
in the boys' mind. This first mention 
in Genesis strikes the keynote for the 
treatment throughout the Bible. By 
using the biblical material the teacher 
can lead the boy to regard with reverence 
and reserve both his own and the oppo- 
site sex. This, too, without the un- 
healthful curiosity certain to be aroused 
by physiological presentation in the pub- 
lic schools. Reverence is the great word. 

The Bible is equally rich in material 
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for warnings. Its references to sexual 
vice are never morbid or sensational. 
There are throughout the biblical ac- 
counts of such sin, pathos, an unspeak- 
able sadness. It is man — man created 
in the image of God — who has gone 
astray. There is no unnecessary elabo- 
ration. I remember reading aloud with- 
out comment, the ninth chapter of 
Proverbs to a class of older boys. There 
was a pause after the last verse: "He 
knoweth not that the dead are there, 
and that her guests are in the depths 
of hell." The silence that followed was 
marked. The effect was intense and 
permanent. I dismissed the class with- 
out a word. 

Now it is a well-known psychological 
fact that in dealing with an unpleasant 
subject, where we intend to arouse 
repulsion, we often succeed in stirring 
only a horrible fascination. A teacher 
may talk for an hour on the evils of 
cigarette smoking — illustrating his lec- 
ture with charts of gaily colored stom- 
achs and lungs of cigarette smokers. 
When the lecture is over and the boys 
are on their way home, every boy may 
light his cigarette, fascinated by the 
pictures he has seen. I leave the ex- 
planation to the psychologists — the fact 
is there. 

Many "warnings" against sexual vice 
somehow have the same effect — a mini- 
mum of repulsion, and a maximum of 
fascination. But in the Bible warnings 
there is a maximum of repulsion — and 
no fascination. 

The question, why Bible writers can 
do that which most of us fail to do in 
our own language, admits of a number 
of answers. There is, for one answer, 
the divine inspiration of the scriptures, 



which gives them that which no merely 
human writing can possess. Then, too, 
there is the effect due partly to the 
literary style and the symbolism used. 
Certain it is that the Bible pictures stir 
repulsion and never fascination. " Many 
strong men have been slain by her. Her 
house is the way to hell — going down to 

the chambers of death And thou 

mourn at the last when thy flesh and 
thy body are consumed." 

The story in the twenty-fifth chapter 
of Numbers is open to the same treat- 
ment. In this picture also we find 
horror without fascination. There is 
nothing to stir an unwholesome curi- 
osity. Young men should be taught 
to treat matters of sex with seriousness. 
There is a tragic solemnity in the twenty- 
fifth chapter of Numbers that cannot be 
evaded nor forgotten. 

The story of Joseph's temptation is 
unrivaled in its simplicity, its frankness, 
its fidelity to nature, its superb moral 
influence. It is important to note that 
Joseph makes use of the religious 
motive only: "How then can I do this 
great wickedness and sin against God." 

In the demand for sex instruction in 
the public schools, the movement seldom 
rises above the physical, the relation of 
vice to the health of the body. There 
is little use of moral and none at all of 
religious motives. The teacher of the 
boys' Bible class has the unique privilege 
of using both the physical and the 
religious motives. Vice destroys the 
body, but, more than that, it is contrary 
to the law of God, and destroys the 
soul. 

There have been two groups of people 
notable for the high standard of purity 
that has prevailed among them: one, 
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the Jewish people, the other, our own 
Puritan ancestors. Both made daily 
use of the Scriptures as a part of the 



education of their youth, which is evi- 
dence of the fitness of the scriptures 
for material in sex education. 



SHALL THE CHURCHES TAKE PSYCHICAL 
RESEARCH SERIOUSLY? 



GEORGE BARTON CUTTEN, Ph.D., D.D. 

President of Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia 

Author of The Psychological Phenomena of Christianity" 



Thirty years ago if a man had talked seriously about ghosts, he would probably have 
been set down as simple-minded, or as a spiritualist. It is still difficult for some of us 
to feel that people can believe in the sobriety of men who investigate ghost stories, attend 
nances, and write articles on communications from the dead. It may be, however, that 
this is only a part of our intellectual provincialism. At any rate, a moment's thought 
will make it evident that religion is interested in any attempt at understanding immor- 
tality. If such an attempt is ill advised it will work harm; if it is really significant it 
may serve, as many claim, to corroborate the stories of the resurrection. There is no 
man better able to give this delicate but serious matter a judicial treatment than Presi- 
dent Cutten. 



It is now over thirty years since the 
English Society for Psychical Research 
was formed, and we have a right to ask 
for the results of their application of 
scientific principles to certain obscure 
psychical phenomena. Surely by this 
time the Society has something to report 
from its own work in addition to the re- 
sults of the labors of similar societies in 
Germany and the United States, and 
from independent investigations in other 
countries. Not only is the general 
public interested, but the churches are 
asking questions, for one line of the 
Society's investigations has a religious 
significance second to none with which 
science is dealing today. 



The presidential address of Sir Oliver 
Lodge before the last meeting of the 
British Association for the Advancement 
of Science has been more discussed than 
any address of its kind previously given 
in recent years. It was an index of the 
Zeitgeist. Thirty-nine years ago the late 
lamented Professor Tyndall delivered his 
famous Belfast address before the same 
association. At that time he attacked 
the arrogance of dogmatic theology, with 
noteworthy effect. Sir Oliver Lodge 
evidently thinks we have exchanged one 
despot for another, and finds it necessary 
to attack the arrogance of dogmatic 
science. This is all the more a subject of 
amazement, for the fundamental claim of 



